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People often question where the term Shia has come from? We completely agree with the
guestion but expect every curious mind to ask the same question about the other identities.

Many raise this question because they have been bombarded with numerous derogatory
statements such as Shiism is not a religious movement, rather it is a political division, Shiism
originated from the rise of Imam Ali (as) to the caliphate, Shiism was invented and spread by a
Jewish enemy of Islam, Abdullah bin Saba, who disguised himself as a convert Muslim, Shia faction
was introduced during Safavid dynasty of Persia etc.

Following is a brief probe into the origin of Shiism. Though, we have not discussed any of the
above mentioned questions directly, but hopefully their credibility is mirrored in the paper before
you.

The word “Shia” in the Holy Quran
In noble Quran, the word Shia has been used in two meanings: Shia literally means “followers”.

1. The follower, devout and loyal- whenever the word has been used for the followers of the
great personalities such as Nooh (as) and Musa (as), it is always used in very positive and
sacred meaning.

a. ‘andindeed Ibrahim is one of the Shias of Nooh’ (Saffat:83)

b. ‘And he (Musa) entered the city unnoticed by the people and found two men
fighting, one was of his Shia, and the other of his enemies. The one of his Shias
appealed for his help against his enemy... (Quran 28:15)

Interestingly, the terms “Muslim” and “Shia” both are used first time for Hazrat Ibrahim AS, the
flag bearer of the true concept of the oneness of God.




2. The scattered groups- whenever the word is used for the wandering groups without a
divine and pious leader or the followers of bad leaders, the word bears negative meaning.
a. ‘Pharaoh had exalted himself in the land and had divided its people into (Shia’a)
different sects...” (28:4). Phiraun had divided Bani Israel in many differing groups
without having a vision, shared goal and an adequate leadership.
b. You (My messenger) have nothing to do with those who have made divisions in
their religion and become (Shia’a) sects. (6:159)

The word Shia in the Traditions of Prophet Muhammad SAWW
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1. ‘And those who believe and do good deeds are the best of all creatures’ (Surah Bayyinah v.
7) Upon the revelation of this verse, Prophet Muhammad SAWW announced: ‘O Ali, the
word “Kheir ul Bariyyah” the best creature, refers to you and your Shias’?
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2. The messenger of God (SAWW) said: O Ali, on the Day of Judgment, a nation will come out
of their graves whose garments will be of Noor/light, and they will be riding the camels of
Noor/light with the reigns of red rubies, the angels will be escorting them towards the
ground of Mahshar. Ali (as) said: Glory be to Allah, how honorable these people are before
Him. Prophet SAW said: O Ali these people are your followers, Shias and beloved ones;
they love you for my love and they love me for the love of Allah; and these are the
prosperous ones on the day of Resurrection. 2
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3. lbn Asaakir (a prominent Sunni historian) narrates by his chain of narration from Jabir bin
Abdullah that he said: ‘we were in the presence of the Prophet (saw) when Ali the son of
Abutalib appeared, and prophet SAW said: “my brother has come to you and then he
turned towards Kabah, and touched it with his hand and said: | swear by the one in whose
hand is my soul, verily Ali and his Shias are the successful ones on the day of resurrection”.
At that point he SAW added: “Ali is the first of you all who believed in me, and he is the
most loyal of you in regard with the covenant of Allah, and the best establisher of the
religion of God, and the most just of you all for creatures of Allah, and the best to observe
the equality among you and possesses the most honourable traits before Allah”. Jabir
says: At this time Allah revealed the verse: ‘And those who believe and do good deeds are
the best of all creatures’ (Surah Bayyinah: 98: 7). After this event whenever Ali came to any
gathering the companions of the messenger of Allah used to say: the best of the creation
has arrived.’ 3
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4. Sha’bi narrates from Ali: The messenger of God said: ‘O Ali you and your Shias are in

paradise’.*
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5. Indeed the messenger of Allah said to Ali: ‘You and your Shias will arrive to me before the
‘Pond’ while quenched to satisfaction, your faces are glowing. But your enemies will meet
me at the ‘Pond’ while thirsty and abased’. °

There are around forty traditions in our Sunni brother’s resources that | am skipping from
to avoid the lengthiness of this paper.

Shia among the companions of Prophet Muhammad SAWW

According to the Islamic resources at least 133 great companions of Prophet Muhammad (SAWW)
are clearly entitled as Shias. (The full list is attached at the end of this paper) We are mentioning
only a few of them:

1. Zahabi, a great Sunni traditionalist, in biography of the companion Hujr bi Adi clearly
writes:
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‘He is Hujr al-Khair (a title given to Hujr) Abu Abdirrahman Al-Shaheed. He lived with Prophet
SAW, he was a dignified man, the chief and a leader....from the Shia of Ali. May Allah be pleased
with them’.
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2. Dr Subhi al-Saalih declares: ‘there have been individuals even during the life of Prophet
Muhammad SAWW, who were famous of being the Shias of his SAWW'’s nurtured one, Ali.
Among them are Abuzar, Meqdad, Jabir, Ubai bin Kab, Abutufail Umar bin Wailah, Abbas
bin Abdul Muttalib, all his children, Ammar and Abu Ayyub Ansari’. ©
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3. Ibn abi al-Hadid Mu’tazli confirms: ‘Salman was one of the Shias and special companions of
Ali’”,

The 133 Companions of Prophet Muhammad (saww) marked as the Shia of Imam Ali (as).

The following resources from our Sunni brothers clearly confirm that these great and the
renowned companions (RZ) were the Shia of Imam Ali (as):

al-Mubarrad, Al-Kamil 7/130,

Ibn Aseer, Usd ul Ghabbah 1/35, 61, published: Damascus,

Ahmad Ameen, Fajr al-Islam p 267,

Ibn Hajar Asgalani, al-Istiaab 1/280,

Abdul Waahid Ansaari, Madkhal Mausooah al-Atbaat al-Mugaddasah Ch: Shiah
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[Retrieved from http://www.agaed.com/book/506/hawie-01.html#ind4]

Generally in response to the above mentioned traditions and the list of the great companions
known as Shias, each and every Muslim sect (except Khawarij) claim that they are the type of
Shias mentioned in these traditions.

My sincere request to all these sects is that if this is the case, then why you have chosen for
yourselves other identities such as Devbandis, Brelvis, Salafis, Ahl e hadith etc.? Where they have
come from? Why don’t you use the honorific term of “Shia” as your identity and follow the
command of Allah, Prophet Muhammad and the Sirat/methodology of the great companions of
Prophet Muhammad?

| believe if Muslim World only refrains using self-invented or politically-motivated identities, and
unite under the genuine and God-gifted identity of the “Shia of Ali”, the mists and clouds of the
misfortunes of Muslim Ummah will be drifted and the glowing sun of the prosperity, blessings and
mercy of Allah will shine upon them in both worlds as promised by Allah and His messenger. Let’s
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proclaim: Islam is our religion, Shia of Ali is our identity and we all are one united nation. ‘Indeed,
this nation of yours is one nation, and | am your Lord, therefore worship me’. (Noble Quran:
21:92)

Note: most of the references are cited from the: http://www.valiasr-aj.com/fa/page.php?bank=question&id=1313
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